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1  PURPOSE 
 
1.1 To update Members on the recently announced Levelling Up Fund. 

 
1.2 Relevance to the Council’s ambitions and priorities: 
 

 Community Ambitions-  
 

 To sustain a strong and prosperous Ribble Valley 

 To help make people’s lives safer and healthier 
 

 Corporate Objectives –  

 To work with our partners to ensure that the infrastructure in the Ribble 
Valley is improved 

 To promote stronger, more confident, and more active communities 
throughout the borough 

 

2  BACKGROUND 

 
2.1 Members will be aware that earlier this year, as part of the Spending Review, Rishi 

Sunak MP announced the Levelling Up Fund. This fund is intended to invest in 
infrastructure that improves everyday life across the UK. The £4.8 billion fund will 
support town centre and high street regeneration, local transport projects, and cultural 
and heritage assets. 
 

2.2 Every area of the country has been placed into category 1, 2, or 3, with category 1 
representing places with the highest levels of identified need. Ribble Valley falls within 
category 3. Notwithstanding this categorisation the prospectus for the fund confirms that 
bids from categories 2 and 3 will still be considered for funding on their merits of 
deliverability, value for money and strategic fit, and could still be successful if they are of 
exceptionally high quality. 

 
2.3 After some consideration it was decided to submit a bid for Longridge Town Centre 

under the Regeneration and town centre investment theme of the fund.  Officers of the 
Council worked with Buttress Architects who have produced a Strategic Overview 
Document (please see attached). This has been shared with the community of 
Longridge and two public engagement sessions have been arranged for Tuesday 8th 
June. 

 
2.4 The Regeneration and town centre investment theme seeks to build on the Towns Fund 

framework to upgrade eyesore buildings and dated infrastructure, acquire and 
regenerate brownfield sites, invest in secure community infrastructure and crime 
reduction, and bring public services and safe community spaces into town and city 
centres. 

 

INFORMATION 



2.5 The timescale for submitting a bid is exceptionally short, 18th June, and the process of 
developing some ideas for Longridge including the public engagement session has 
happened very quickly given the timescales imposed.  

3 VALUE FOR MONEY 

 
3.1 The assessment process of the fund will focus on the following key criteria: 

3.1.1 Characteristics of the place  
3.1.2 Deliverability  
3.1.3 Strategic fit with local and Fund priorities 
3.1.4 Value for money 

 
3.2 An economic case is required to support the bid which explains the benefits of the bid 

and how it represents value for money. 
 

3.3 In this regard quotes were sought from consultants who could produce such a case. In 
total seven companies were approached to bid for this element of work. Three came 
back almost immediately stating that they were working on numerous other bids and that 
the did not have the capacity to undertake the work within the timescales involved. 

 

4 CONTRACT PROCEDURE RULES  

 
4.1 Given the value of the work involved, and in accordance with the Contract Procedure 

Rules, at least two written quotations (seven in total) were sought with a deadline of 4th 
June. As of the deadline only one quote had been received.  
 

4.2 As set out within the prospectus for the fund demonstrating value for money in respect 
of any bid submitted is critical to the bid. Section 5 of the application form specifically 
relates to the value for money elements of the bid with all costs and benefits compliant 
or in line with HMT’s Green Book, DfT Transport Analysis Guidance and MHCLG 
Appraisal Guidance. As such it is evident that for our bid to be given due consideration 
an economic case is essential in support of the application.  
 

4.3 In accordance with the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules where the relevant number 
of quotations has been sought, but fewer quotations have been obtained, an exemption 
from the requirement to obtain the number of quotations required was requested, and 
written agreement for an exemption in this case was received from the Head of Legal 
and Democratic Services and the Director of Resources.  

 
4.4 Given the deadline for applications is 18th June there was not sufficient time to first seek 

approval from this committee for an exemption in this case.  
 

5 ECONOMIC CASE 

 
5.1 Edge Economics provided a quote for undertaking specialist technical assistance in 

respect of our bid. Given the restricted timescales involved the economic case which will 
be produced will enable the Value for Money section of the Levelling Up Fund 
Application Form (Section 5) to be completed. This will increase the visibility of the 
Council’s projects and make the case as best as possible at this time.  
 

6 RISK ASSESSMENT 
 

6.1 The approval of this report may have the following implications: 
 

      Resources- the cost of the production of the Economic Case will come out of 
the Council’s Capital Programme for Economic Development Initiatives (currently 
£66,750) which is set aside to explore options for capital initiatives. 



                 
     Technical, Environmental and Legal- part of the work to facilitate the 

production of the bid will require exemption from the Council’s Contract 
Procedure Rules based on the timescales involved in submitting a bid and the 
importance of including an Economic case in support of the bid. 

 

     Political- None 

 

     Reputation- considering options for improving infrastructure within the Borough   
will improve opportunities for our residents. 

     Equality & Diversity – None. 
 

7  RECOMMENDED THAT COMMITTEE 
 
7.1 Note the intended Levelling Up Fund bid for Longridge Town Centre 
7.2 Note the exemption to the Council’s Contract Procedure Rules, which has already been 

granted, set out within Section 4 of this report. 
 
 
 

 
 
NICOLA HOPKINS 
DIRECTOR OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND PLANNING 
 



































 


